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How to Write a Bill



What is a bill?

A bill starts as an idea.

A bill goes through many steps before it
can become a law.




Brainstorm and Research

Think carefully - review newspaper headlines for inspiration.

Your bill can be something that affects people in the entire Tar Heel Girls
State, or something that would benefit a specific area or group of people.

|s your topic debatable and appropriate?




Your bill should fall into one of the following categories:

Education

Crime and Public Safety
Government Affairs

Health and Welfare

Transportation and Highway Safety
Urban and Rural Planning

Water and Natural Resources




Bill writing procedures

Writing your bill will take a little time and thought

Must follow a structure

It should be 1 page

Use the Google Doc template provided on the website.

Make a copy of the template, type your bill, and upload it to the Google Form.




Writing your bill

Title

“Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of American Legion Auxiliary Tar Heel Girls State That:"
Section 1: Bill Purpose - 1-2 sentences

Section 2: Body - Use facts to support your bill. Explain why your bill is important.

Section 3: Funding - Who will pay?

Section 4: Reporting - How will you ensure the law is being followed?

Section 5: Penalties

Section 6: Effective Date - Upon signature of Governor
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Next Steps:

e Once you have completed your bill, upload it
to the Google Form.

e Your bill will be given to the senators and
representatives elected at ALA Tar Heel Girls
State for consideration.

e Ifitis passed by both houses, it will be
forwarded to the Governor to be signed into
law or vetoed.




